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St Georges 1 Nov 0800 
1400 

 
 
 
 

1500 
1700 
1730 

 
2000 

Bn (less LOB) leaves ST GEORGES in TCV for BRESKENS. 
"A" "C" & "D" coys embark in LCA. "A" & "C" coys leave BRESKENS but 
return as Naval Authorities think UNCLE BEACH under heavy enemy 
fire. 
"A" "C" & "D" coys disembark owing to enemy shelling of BRESKENS 
harbour. 
Bn re-embarks and crosses to FLUSHING landing at UNCLE BEACH 
without casualties. 
Bn HQ established. CO visits OC tps in FLUSHING and receives orders 
for 2 Nov 44. 
CO issues orders for 2 Nov. 
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FLUSHING 
 
 
 
 
 

FLUSHING 

2 Nov 0530 
 

1100 
 

1600 
 

1700 

"A" & "C" coys cross into areas Grouse and Cod respectively under 
heavy fire from DOVER. Some casualties incl 3 offrs "C" coy. 
"C" coy complete clearance of GROUSE. "B" & "D" coys cross into 
GROUSE. Bn HQ now at SW corner of GROUSE. 
"A" coy complete clearance of COD. "B" & "D" coys now clearing 
PIKE, PARTRIDGE, TROUT and DUCK. 
"D" & "B" coys complete clearance of PIKE, PARTRIDGE, TROUT & DUCK. 
Some sniping from cranes BEXHILL area. 

 

 3 Nov  Bn holds gains of 2 Nov 44. "B" & "D" coys on banks of canal engage 
the enemy on HAYMARKET with small arms. Rocket and artillery 
attacks made on HAYMARKET, STRAND. 

 

FLUSHING 
 
 

FLUSHING 
FLUSHING 

 
 
 
 
 

4 Nov 0230 
 
 

0810 
1100 

 
 
 
 
 

Bn makes attack on area E of FLUSHING. Objectives B - area North of 
HAYMARKET and STRAND. D coy PICCADILLY and area North of CORNHILL. 
C coy area WATERLOO and KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 
All coy objectives captured : 200 prisoners taken. 
B coy push on along E bank of FLUSHING - MIDDLEBURG CANAL. Two 
casualties (1 offr 1 NCO) through mines. Coy HQ established at 
OOSTOUBURG level crossing. A coy takes over responsibility for 
WATERLOO and patrol along coast past KNIGHTSBRIDGE. Coy HQ 
established NE corner of dock basin (junc of CORNHILL & WATERLOO). 
C coy withdrawn to Bn res at NE corner of TROUT. Bn HQ established 
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FLUSHING 

 
1700 

POWER STATION NW corner of TROUT. 
Bn consolidates in present posns 

FLUSHING 7 Nov 1100 Bn HQ moves from POWER STATION to German dug out in area FLUSHING 
STATION. 

 

FLUSHING 10 Nov 1100 Bde Church Parade in ST. JACOB'S CHURCH. No march past owing to 
heavy rain. 
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FLUSHING 12 Nov 1300 Bn leaves FLUSHING in one LCT. Disembarks BRESKENS. Moves by MT to   
ST. GEORGES rejoins LOBs and MT. 

 

ST. GEORGES 14 Nov 1300 Bn less "D" Coy leaves ST. GEORGES in MT moves to OSSENDRECHT just 
over BELGIAN - DUTCH Frontier. 

 

OSSENDRECHT 15 Nov 1100 "D" Coy rejoins Bn at OSSENDRECHT.  
OSSENDRECHT 17 Nov 0930 Bn Church Parade for Service of Remembrance.  
OSSENDRECHT 18 Nov 0810 Bn leaves OSSENDRECHT and moves into 1(Brit) Corps Reserve area 

UDENHOUT near TILBURG. 
 

UDENHOUT 24 Nov  Bn leaves UDENHOUT moves to Infantry Barracks VUGHT. Becomes 
reserve bn of 155 Bde when Bde takes over positions on South bank 
of River MAAS from 10 Cdn Bde. 

 

 
VUGHT 

26 Nov 
30 Nov 

  
44 Offrs and NCOs attached to 4 KOSB and 7/9 RS (fwd bns) as 
spectators. 

 
 
 
WFR Turner Lt. Col. 
Comd 5 KOSB 



APPENDIX 'J' FOLIO No 1 
 

Summary of Events of 5 KOSB 
from Mid-October 1944 to Mid-November 1944 

 
To : Maj-Gen E.G. Miles CB., DSO., MC., 
     Colonel The King's Own Scottish Borderers, 
     HQ Kent District, 
     Harrietsham, 
     Kent.  
----------------------------------------------- 

Through War Office (P.R. (C & P)) 
        London 
        ------------------------- 
 
 We left Woodhall Spa on 17 Oct and moved to a transit camp in the Fareham 
area. Shortly after that the bn sailed in two batches from Southampton and 
landed at Ostend. After one night in a staging camp there we moved to billets at 
Desselghem, a small village about midway between Courtrai and Ghent. After being 
there about a week we went to another billeting area at St Georges, a small 
village 10 miles east of Bruges. While there we were told that our job would be 
to clear up Flushing and in conjunction with other troops capture the whole of 
the island of Walcheren. 
 
 The landings at Flushing were carried out first by a Commando and it was 
followed by our brigade in the order 4 KOSB, 5 KOSB, 7/9 RS. We left St Georges 
at 0700 hrs on 1 Nov 44 and went to Breskens in MT and awaited orders to cross 
to Flushing in LCA. After a false start when the Navy brought us back to 
Breskens as they thought the landing beach at Flushing was under heavy enemy 
artillery fire, we eventually landed in Flushing about 1600 hrs. The battle, 
previous to our landing, had gone fairly well and most of the southern half of 
the town had been cleared. It was decided that we could not do much that night 
and plans were accordingly made for us to cross into the northern half of the 
town at 0530 hrs on 2 Nov 44 and our object was to clear the whole of the rest 
the town. 
 

The plan was that after a 30 minute artillery bombardment A and C coys 
should cross the start line at 0530 hrs and clear the first two large blocks of 
the north half of the town. Both coys crossed the start line on time but both 
had an unfortunate incident shortly afterwards. A coy lost 14 men wounded out of 
their leading pl from enemy mortar fire and it took some time in the dark before 
the coy was re-organised to continue its job. Once re-organised the work of 
clearing the houses went on very satisfactorily though it was a slow business. A 
coy finally succeeded in clearing out the whole of its objective by about mid-
day. The northern half of the town was badly flooded in some places and this 
made progress even slower. C company unfortunately had the coy comd and two 
platoon comds all wounded in the first 10 minutes and were commanded for all the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th November by Lt Carmichael. In spite of these losses however 
they cleared their block of houses by about 1130 hrs and B and D coys were 
brought into the northern half of the town to clear the remaining blocks. 
Neither of these coys had much difficulty and the whole of the town to the west 
of Middleburg - Flushing canal was cleared of enemy except for a few snipers, by 
about 1600 hrs 2 Nov 44. The bn then consolidated its gains and held all the 
northern part of the town that night and all the next day. The two easterly 
coys, B and D, had some trouble with enemy MGs from across the canal and their 
posns were very slightly shelled. On the morning of 3rd Nov the bn received 
orders to cross the canal during the night and clear the whole of the dock area 
to the east of the Middleburg canal. Zero hour was fixed for 0230 hrs on 4 Nov 
and after a preliminary artillery bombardment B coy crossed the bridge over the 
canal under cover of smoke. Once B coy had captured their objectives D and C 
were sent across the bridge at about 0345 hrs and 0400 hrs respectively. 

 



By 0800 hrs all three companies had captured all their objectives and had 
captured a total of about 400 prisoners. The enemy were nearly all in concrete 
pillboxes but fortunately they were not of first class fighting value and they 
had had a great hammering from RAF heavy bombers, rocket-firing Typhoons and our 
own artillery. 

 
After capturing these objectives B coy were ordered to advance towards 

Middleburg to find out the state of affairs along the banks of the canal. Owing 
to sniping this was a slow process; many prisoners were captured and a point 
about half way between Oostonburg and Middleburg was reached by dusk 4 Nov 44 
when one officer and one cpl were blown up on mines. The bn was then ordered to 
consolidate in its existing positions. The following morning (5 Nov) the 4th 
KOSB passed through this bn at 0700 hrs and this bn took no further part in the 
fighting on Walcheren. On 12 Nov 44 it returned to St Georges, its previous 
billet area. On 14 Nov it moved to a new billeting area at Ossendrecht in 
Holland about 10 miles south of Bergen-Op-Zoom. On 18 Nov it moved again to 
Udenhout, a village midway between Tilburg and 'S Hertogenbosch and the whole 
bde is now in reserve to 1 British Corps in that area. 

 
To sum up the events of Nov 2, 3 and 4 there is no doubt that the bn did 

very well for its first time in action since June 1940. Admittedly the enemy 
were not stout hearted but they certainly gave us enough trouble in the early 
street fighting on 2 Nov. Morale was very high throughout the three days 
fighting and all are very anxious to have another battle soon. Casualties were 
very light indeed being 9 other ranks killed and 6 officers and 52 other ranks 
wounded. 

 
An "Order of Battle of the Bn" both before and after the action are 

attached. 
A reinforcement draft of 2 officers and 25 other ranks joined the bn on 17 

Nov 44. 
 


